
DECEMBER  2004               
Eastern Iowa Pond Society 

A Compendium of Facts, Fancy, Tidbits, Tips  

From the Editor’s Desk 
The December issue of this newsletter is always a catch-up issue in that most of the issue is 
club business information.  The next meeting is in February 2005 and will be announced via a 
postcard or a newsletter if we have enough articles and information to justify one.   
            As you will see, we have a great writing committee for this coming year, but I want to 
emphasis that ALL contributions are appreciated.  If you get inspired to write an article or come 
across one in another club’s newsletter  and they give reprint permission, we are thankful for 
the contribution.  We are also on the lookout for small snippets of information, antidotes, clip 
art and photos.  Help us make this newsletter great.  
            Page six is full of little tidbits but also some events that are coming up over the winter 
and early spring that you will want to get on your calendar, so check it out. 
            Also in this issue, as in all issues, is the membership form, with a blank page on the 
back so you can tear it out and send it in.  Please take a moment to fill 
it out and renew your membership now before you forget.  We hope 
you have gotten involved with EIPS and find it worthy of your 
membership.  This will also keep the newsletter coming your 
way.  
            After you have sent in your renewal, remember to 
read page nine in the back of the newsletter.  CIWGS  
a.k.a. The Des Moines Club (sorry CIWGA) and      
Reiman Gardens  are having a Spring Symposium you 
might want to attend, dates and some details on 
page 9.  
                And finally,  

Merry Christmas 
          to you all!          

 

EIPS EDITOR 
Carol Sindelar  
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pages or 1114 pages a month viewed from our 
web site. I’m thinking that’s wonderful! Thanks 
again, Josh for your great work.  

Linn County Master Gardeners have 
asked if we’d be interested in putting up a booth 
at the Kirkwood Garden Fair on Feb. 19th. Carol 
said “sure”, so we’ll be looking for volunteers 
for that after the holidays. Call Carol if you’re 
interested.  

Joe Olsen, 2004 Pond Tour chairman, 
read a letter to the membership from the Bu-
chanan County Historical Society in Independ-
ence. They are seeking a donation from the pond 
tour proceeds to help landscape the area around 
the Lee Mansion in Independence. Barb Cassens  
read a letter from Hawkeye Tech thanking us for 
our previous scholarship. They have invited us to 
a banquet held in honor of such donators and 
have asked us to consider doing it again. Edna 
Rife also mentioned that Methwick Manor Care 
Facility in Cedar Rapids is seeking donations for 
a pond that Prairie Creek Landscaping is plan-
ning on putting in for them. The funds from the 
tour were discussed and it was decided to table 
the decision till February. We want to find out 
what our club’s operating cost are for the year 
and then base our donations on the balance in 
our accounts.   

I, Jackie, mentioned that several mem-
bers are going to be getting together this winter 
and having some advanced fish care meetings. If 
you’re interested please call me so I can get you 
on my “call when I know what we’re doing list.”  

Kacy asked if there were any end of the 
year committee reports. Carol reported on behalf 
of the writing committee. She wanted to recog-
nize and thank those that helped turn in their arti-
cles for our newsletter. It made the newsletter 
easier to write each month. And Carol does a 
wonderful job, doesn’t she? (I hope you don’t 
mind my occasionally adding my two cents to 
these other wise ho hum monthly minutes, be-
cause I know I do it all the time.)  

Kacy then read through the list of differ-
ent committees and their job description. She 
passed around sheets for members to sign up on. 
Committees include: Programs, Community Re-

NOVEMBER MINUTES…. 
 

           Our last 2004 meeting was called to order 
by president, Kacy Novak at the Pizza Ranch in 
Vinton. Despite this was the evening of the big 
Hawkeye/Wisconsin football game, I was amazed 
at the number of people there. Almost every chair 
was taken!  

The minutes to the October meetings were 
approved as printed and a treasure’s report was 
given. We had tons to do and talk about. The final 
November meeting has become our “Elect officers, 
plan for next year, and recognize last year’s volun-
teers” meeting. So we had a long agenda.  Kacy 
kept us on track so the meeting moved forward 
quickly. First on the agenda was to re-elect a new 
slate of officers. However, every officer currently 
serving the club has graciously agreed to do it all 
again for another year. So with this usually trouble-
some dilemma satisfied, it was voted to reelect eve-
ryone for a second or third term, depending on the 
person. Wow, thank you to everyone for volunteer-
ing your help again! That was too easy! Simply 
wonderful! We have a great bunch of people run-
ning the meetings. Be sure to thank them. 

Next, we talked about the previously dis-
cussed club purchase of fertilizer tablets. These ex-
tra special tablets are a slow release, one applica-
tion, fertilizer tablet for your pond plants. The more 
we order the cheaper they are. We need to get our 
order in early though. So, if you’re interested in ac-
quiring some of these you need to contact Larry or 
Rita Tharp ( 396-3293 or tharp.larry@mcleodusa.
com).  

Treasure, Nancy Baldwin, sent a note say-
ing that we had 21 new memberships this past year 
but that 33 previous members did not renew. Kacy 
suggested that  we contact these 33 members to 
find out if there is something the club needs to do 
to re-attract these members, thus improving our 
meetings.  

Carol Sindelar thanked Josh Spece for his 
continued work on our web site. Josh informs us 
that our site has averaged 182 unique visitor hits a 
month since our new web site was established 8 
months ago. The highest month happened in July 
with 276 unique visitor hits. There have been 8918 
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In the pond 
           It is the week of December 6th and the 
Marsh Marigolds are blooming in the pond.  
Right here in Iowa.  Just illustrates how the 
temperatures have been spring like, cool days 
with light frost at night. 
Or it illustrates what hap-
pens when you don’t cut 
them back.  The Marsh 
Marigolds have been 
taking advantage of 
the weather to do 
some blooming, 
thinking seeds. 
How unique! 

lations, Hospitality, Writing, Water Garden Tour, 
Publicity, and Recognition. Please be sure to sign 
up for at least one committee when you repay your 
dues for next year, if you didn’t sign up at the 
meeting.  (Later that evening after we ate, the new 
committees met briefly to discuss new ideas for 
improvement and began to make plans for the fu-
ture already.) It’s really refreshing to see ALL 
the members talking and planning for the club. 
This type of membership participation doesn’t 
happen in most clubs, I’m telling ya.)  

Next, Ron Rife, on behalf of the Recogni-
tion committee, got up to make his speech to thank 
last year’s pond tour chairman, Joe Olsen, the offi-
cers, and those that held meeting at their homes. 
This past summer Ron and Edna made several ce-
ment walk way stones. They used rhubarb and 
hosta leaves to cast their shapes in the cement to 
make big and small stones to look like the leaves. 
Then, they painted them all. As Ron spoke about 
each person they were allowed to pick a stone to 
take home. Thanks Ron and Edna for going to all 
that work! They were truly beautiful.  

Door prizes were drawn for, with me, hus-
band Harry, and Clarence Serbousek being the 
lucky winners. Then, the Grand finale; the big 
door prize that we have all been signing up for at 
each meeting throughout the summer. This year’s 
grand prize was not one but two pumps with val-
ues of $72.00 and $108.00 and a great UV light 
with a value of $220.00!!! All for one lucky win-
ner! And that lucky person…..(drum roll)…. 
Roberta Ward from Cedar Rapids! All of our door 
prizes for the year are donated to the club from 
vendors across the U.S. Be sure to write them 
thank yous, so that we may reap the rewards of 
their generosity next year.   

            After all this excitement, we even 
got to eat, for free! I’d like to think that wasn’t the 
reason why we had such a great turn out, but the 
food was yummy.  

            So that’s it for another year…It’s an 
old cliché, but I don’t know where the time goes 
to. Happy Holidays to everyone and I’ll look for-
ward to seeing you all in February. Think pond for 
Xmas gifts. Lets see…saw a beautiful Tancho Ka-
haku Koi on the internet for sale, or maybe a UV 
light this year would help with that green water…
diamonds? Baa humbug! …….Respectfully, 
Jackie Allsup 

EIPS Virtual Pond 
Tour  

 
In 2005 Roger Thurm has volunteered 

to put together a CD of a virtual pond tour of 
our 2005 pond tour. He will take pictures of all 

the ponds or use pictures 
that others have taken to put 
together and narrate our 
club’s CD. If you would 
like pictures of your pond 

on this CD, you are 
asked to mail them. 

Sorry he can not ac-
cept digital pictures 

over the internet. He uses 
Apple software and the quality 

is affected if he downloads the images.  
Be sure to label the pictures with your 

name and any information that you may want 
to have him narrate in about your pictures. 
Mail your pictures to Roger & Shirley Thurm  
400 Donna St  PO Box 177  Denver, IA 50622 
or call  319-984-5369 
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As you can see, we are in need of some more members 
to help on the committees. The more helping hands the 
lighter the load.  Some special needs include: 
 
Community Service committee: A large part of this 
committee description is organization.   Are you an or-
ganizer?  This committee needs you.   
 
Program committee: needs members from other geo-
graphic areas of the club to help find local speakers, 
especially Cedar Rapids, Iowa City and Vinton areas.   
 
Commercial Relations: Again members from other 
geographic areas of the club to visit local dealers.  Just 
share your enthusiasm about the club.   

2005 Committees:  
 

At the November meeting members in attendance 
signed up to help out on committees.  Following are 
those committees.  But there is always room for more 
help.  If you are interested in helping out a commit-
tee, just give the chairperson a call. * indicates chair-
person.   
 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE: 
*Bonnie Happal                     232-4054 

Lakeevansdale@earthlink.net 
Joe & Mary Robinson            474-2236 

Jmrobin@iowatelecom.net 
Roger & Shirley Thurm         984-5369 
 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS: 
*Kacy Novak                          362-0487 

Novakcqk@america.net 
Bonnie Happal                       232-4054 

Lakeevansdale@earthlink.net 
 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE: 
*Monica Morley                     294-4866 

Mespringcove@aol.com 
Gil Morley                              2294-4866 

Mespringcove@aol.com 
Elena Murello                         294-4866 
Dorothy Helms                       472-3158 

Gramadot13@aol.com 
Marilyn Oliver  
Jackie Allsup                          934-3665   

CedarServiceja@aol.com 

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE:  
No volunteers 
 
RECOGNITION COMMITTEE: 
* Harold & Barb Cassens       472-3178 

Hbcassens@juno.com 
Jackie Allsup                          934-3665   

CedarServiceja@aol.com 
 
WATER GARDEN TOUR COMMITTEE:  
* Herman Michels                  366-1789 

conner173@mchsi.com 
Susan Highshoe                      373-0645 

Iowasusan@mchsi.com 
Joe Olsen                                334-2709 

Olywon@indytel.com 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE: 
*Robert Hollenbeck                849-1188 
Jackie Allsup                          934-3665   

CedarServiceja@aol.com 
 
WRITING COMMITTEE: 
*Carol Sindelar                      365-1839 

Fishlounge1@cs.com 
Rita Tharp                              396-3293  

tharp.larry@mcleodusa.com 
Roger Thompson                    854-7229 
Dennis Sindelar                      365-1839 

Fishlounge1@cs.com  
Tim Nolan                              363-9408 

            nolans@mcleodusa.net 
Jackie Allsup                          934-3665   

CedarServiceja@aol.com 

Hospitality: All  helping hands are welcome in this 
committee. They do a lot of stuff.   Some one truly in-
terested in promoting the library would be helpful. 
 
Writing Committee:  We have a good start here.  Arti-
cles are appreciated from anyone within the club. 
Also, if you come across factoids about ponding, pass 
them along to the editor.    
 
Publicity:  Opps, no one volunteered here.   Someone 
who is used to contacting the local newspapers would 
be helpful here.  
 
Recognition committee: The fun part of this job is to 
attend meetings and keep a of list of “unusual” 
achievements that can be recognized each November.  
A few more helping hands needed here too.   
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Remember, EIPS runs on volunteers.   

Please consider serving on a committee.   
Many hands make for light work 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE: 
ü welcoming new members 
ü mentoring new members 
ü Promote library 
ü name tags and club membership cards 
ü Generally help members realize the discounts 

and benefits to joining.  
 
WATER GARDEN TOUR COMMITTEE: 
ü finding ponds and getting the tour organized 
ü recruit volunteers to help at the ponds 
ü establish times 
ü print programs 
ü coordinate and  help with publicity.  
 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS : 
ü responsible for making contact and maintain-

ing our relationships with area retailers. 
(Letting them know we exist)   

ü establish club discounts or promotional door 
prizes.   

• Distribute club information to dealers so they 
can give to customers.  

•  
RECOGNITION COMMITTEE: 
ü sends thank you notes to presenters & busi-

ness sponsors.  
• puts together year end recognition programs 

for officers and volunteers  
 
PLEASE PICK ONE TO JOIN: The committees 
got a good start at the November meeting but 
there is still room for your participation on a com-
mittee.  The committee member with an * by their 
name was chosen as the contact.  Please contact 
that person to be involved in the committee of 
your choice. Or contact Kacy Novak.  

 

A Rundown of  
Committee  
Descriptions 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE: 
ü works with the water garden tour committee to 

bring to the club membership ideas as to where 
to apply the proceeds from the tours.  

ü see that money gets dispersed 
ü in the case of a project that requires club par-

ticipation, they will be responsible for organizing 
materials, getting volunteers, (does not mean 
they are responsible to do all the work involved)  
and carrying through with said project.  

 
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE: 
ü responsible for finding and organizing programs 

and speakers for meetings.  
ü plans and organizes club activities, such as 

trips, club workshops, etc.  
 
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE: 
ü organizes and gets publicity for meetings and 

activities.  
ü Works closely with Pond Tour group to get ad-

vertising everywhere.  
ü develops and maintains our club informational 

brochures and sees that they get to the Com-
mercial Relations committee for dispersal. 

 
WRITING COMMITTEE: 
ü help write for and organize the newsletter 
• assist the editor. 
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Linn County Master Gardener’s  
Gardening Fair  

February 19, 2005  
Kirkwood Community College  

EIPS has been invited to have a booth at  the 2005 Gar-
dening Fair this coming February.  We will be handing 
out information about EIPS and chatting about ponding 
with folks attending the fair.  If you are interested in 
helping out, call Carol Sindelar @ 365-1839 or e-mail at: 
Fishlounge1@cs.com.   
 
Otherwise, we encourage members to watch for the ses-
sions offered this year.  The Master Gardeners have a his-
tory of wonderful presentations.  

A Quick Note  
for the writing committee.  
We all signed up for a month for which we 
will submit an article for the newsletter.   

It can be original or from another newsletter 
with permission.  Below is a listing of our 
months.  But remember, you are not limited to 
your month.  We will appreciate all contributions. 
Large or small.  Carol  

February—Roger Thompson 
March - Tim Nolan  
April - Roger Thompson 
May - Jackie Allsup  
June - Tim Nolan 

July - Dennis Sindelar  
August - Jackie Allsup 
September - Rita Tharp 
October - Rita Tharp 
November - Dennis Sindelar 

Meeting locations for 2005 
If you have a pond that EIPS has not visited and 
would like to host a meeting in 2005 please con-
tact the Program Committee. (see page 4)  They 
will be scheduling ponds for the summer and 
would like to visit new to us ponds in 2005.   

Club to purchase fertilizer 
tablets.  

EIPS is looking into purchasing some pond 
plant fertilizer tablets. These extra special tab-
lets are a slow release, one application each 
summer, fertilizer tablet for your pond plants. 
The more we order the cheaper they are. We 
need to get our order in early though. So, if 
you’re interested in acquiring some of these 
you need to contact Larry or Rita Tharp ( 396-
3293 or tharp.larry@mcleodusa.com).  

Speakers welcome! 
We have found that all good ponders seek out 
information where ever it may be.  And be-
cause of this, they  belong to other related or-
ganizations or know people of knowledge.  
The program committee is in search of speak-
ers for 2005 meetings.  If you know of some-
one who might be of interest to EIPS please 
contact the Program Committee (see page 4) 

FYI—our web site attracts over 182 
visitor’s each month.  WOW.  
 
Check out the EIPS web site and all 
of the interesting links.  

We’re Planning Something!  
 
            Several members would like to get together this 
winter and having some advanced fish care meetings. If 
you’re interested please call Jackie Allsup  so she can 
get you on her  “call when I know what we’re doing 
list.”  
            So if you are interested in more information 
about Koi keeping, this group might be offering what 
you are looking for; breeding Koi, genetics, pronounc-
ing those Japanese names and more. And if you have 
some interests you would like addressed, contact them. 
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EASTERN IOWA POND SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
To become a members of Eastern Iowa Pond Society, complete this form,  

mail it along with your dues to: 
Eastern Iowa Pond Society 

PO Box 187 
Vinton, IA 52349 

 
____ New Membership     ____ Renew Membership  

 
Name:  
 
Address:  
 
 
Phone Number:                                                          E-mail address: 
 
____  Please mail the monthly newsletter to me 
 
____  I can print the newsletter from the club website … no need to mail me one! 
 

Dues are $10.00 per calendar year per family 
Make checks payable to Eastern Iowa Pond Society 

WE ASK THAT EACH MEMBER PLEASE HELP WITH ONE COMMITTEE. 
 PLEASE INDICATE WHICH ONE YOU’D LIKE TO HELP WITH. 

 
Community Service—organizing community service projects 
Programs—finding and organizing programs and speakers for meetings 
Commercial Relations—establishing and maintaining our relationship with retailers 
Hospitality Committee—welcoming new members, mentoring 
Writing Committee—help write for and organize the newsletter  
Water Garden Tour Committee—coordinate and conduct our annual tour 
Publicity Committee—organizes and gets publicity for meetings and activities 
Recognition Committee-sends thank yous to presenters & business sponsors, Nov. meet-
ing 

For Treasurers Use only 
 
Check #                                       Check date:                      check amount 
Cash Amount:                             Date:                                 Paid thru: 
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Water Feature 
Spring Symposium 
 

    * Date: Monday, March 14, 2005 
    * Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
    * Title: Water Gardening, Koi and Critters 
 
Editor’s note: Information presented is from the Reiman Gardens publicity draft. Lunch and 
an afternoon break are included. The symposium will be in the Hughes Auditorium at Re-
iman Gardens. More information will be made available in the next CIWGA newsletter. 
 
Explore the world of Koi and water gardening through the eyes of four experts from around the country. Learn 
how water gardening incorporates an international perspective in many ways. We'll start with the basic me-
chanics, then dive into plants that you can use from around the world, and, finally, learn how animals (both 
fish and insects) can add that extra dimension to your water garden. This symposium is generously sponsored 
by the Central Iowa Water Gardening Association. 
 
Topics & Presenters: 
 
"Pumps and Plumbing for Your Water Garden" & "Growies (marginal plants) for your Pond" 
⇒ Deb Spencer, co-owner of The Water's Edge, Lawrence, Kansas. Being brought back to Iowa by popular 

demand, Deb is a pioneer in Midwest water gardening. 
 
"Is it a Koi Pond, Water Garden, or Both? 
⇒ In this session you will learn what is important when building a pond for Koi versus a traditional water gar-

den. You will learn why Koi keepers often don't use rocks in their pond below water level and what is vital 
to keeping Koi happy and healthy whether the pond is a pure Koi pond or a Koi pond/water garden combi-
nation. 

⇒ Tom Graham, sales and production manager of Koi USA and president of TC Publishing, Inc., San Diego 
County, California 

 
"How to Identify a Good Quality Koi (Japanese, American and Israeli)" 
⇒ Why do some Koi cost so much more than others? How does one determine a Koi's quality? In this session 

you will be introduced to the common traits of high quality Koi, and see what to look for when selecting 
the most popular varieties of Koi on the market today. 

⇒ Tom Graham, sales and production manager of Koi USA and president of TC Publishing, Inc., San Diego 
County, California.  

⇒ Tom Graham built his first small pond in the early 70's and has been an avid ponder ever since. For the 
past eleven years he has been the Sales and Production Manager for KOI USA Magazine and is President 
of TC Publishing, Inc. He is a past president of the Koi Club of San Diego as well as past Koi Show Chair-
man, and a club steering committee member for nearly twenty years. He is also a member of the Water 
Garden Society of Southern California, and past Board Member of the Japanese Friendship Garden of San 
Diego. 

 
"Lets Go To The Amazon; Home to the Victoria Water Lily" 
⇒ Don Bryne, owner of Swannee Labs, Lake City, Florida. Don is a well-known water lily hybridizer and has 

led several expeditions to South America collecting Victoria seeds. 
 
"Aquatic Insects in Your Pond Ecosystem" 
⇒ Nathan Brockman, Butterfly Wing Curator, Reiman Gardens, Iowa State University 
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2004 Officers 
 

President 
Kacy Novak 

    319-362-0487 
Novakcqk@america.net 

 
 

Vice President 
Bonnie Happel 
319-232-4054 

Lakeevandale@earthlink.net 
 
 
 

Secretary 
Jackie Allsup  
319-934-3665 

Cedarserviceja@AOL.com 
 
 

Treasurer 
Nancy Baldwin 
319-472-2241 

RnBaldwin@aol.com 
 

2004 Volunteers 
Editor 

Carol Sindelar  
319-365-1839 

Fishlounge1@cs.com 

 
 

Webmaster   
Josh Spece  

319-334-6593 
Jspece@sbtek.net 

 
 

Librarian  
Ron & Edna Rife  

319-247-0206 
RifeRlrife@aol.com  

 

Eastern Iowa Pond Society  
P.O. Box 187 
Vinton, Iowa 52349 

Visit Our NEW Web Site www.eips.org 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 
                 We are committed to providing 
a social atmosphere for members dedi-
cated to sharing and learning the pleasure 
of water gardening.  We are a non-profit 
organization. 
 
                 Membership in this association 
shall be open to any individual without 
regard to race, creed, national origin or 
sex, who shall render membership dues as 
specified in the governing documents.  
 
HISTORY 
 
                 The Eastern Iowa Pond Society 
was established by Sharon Weiss in 1996 
to encourage and promote water gardening 
and ponds.  
 
MEETINGS 
 
                 Meetings are held at different 
members homes the second Thursday at 
7:00 PM and fourth Sunday in April, May, 
June, July, August and September.  During 
Feb., March, October and November, 
meetings are held once a month on a Sun-
day. No meetings are held in December or 
January. 
 

YEARLY PLANNING 
 
                  A plan-the-year meeting is held 
on a February afternoon at a central loca-
tion to hammer out strategies on how the 
club will conduct business and to plan 
activities for the up and coming year.  
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
                  A yearly Pond Tour event in-
volves selected members opening their 
ponds to the public.  Speakers, demonstra-
tions, field trips, plant and fish swap, pot 
lucks, and club projects are all activities 
that happen during the year.  
 
DUES 
 
                  Dues will be $10.00 per family 
payable February 1st and 
delinquent May 1st of 
each year.  These 
dues  
entitle a  
member to 
participation in 
all activities and 
receive a monthly 
 newsletter.  

Visions 
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