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February Meeting

Saturday, Feb. 23rd

The Lighthouse Inn Supper Club

6905 Mt. Vernon Rd C.R.
6:00PM

Dinner from the menu at your own expense, followed by a
short reunion meeting.

Please RSVP to Jeff or Jo, so we can get a head count.

Jeff@ eipspres2011@yahoo.com, Jo@gthunk@mchsi.com
or 319-364-6627




The History of The Light House Supper Club

The Lighthouse Inn started out as a roadside inn when the road to lowa city from Cedar
Rapids was the main road when lowa city was lowa's capital. Travel at night was not done
due to poor headlights and poor road conditions. You would drive till dusk, find a roadside
inn, have a hearty meal, then rent a cabin among the oak trees, arise early the next morning
and continue your journey. Part of the attraction of a roadside inn with cabins was the
avoidance of the hotel taxes that were common . We also have the dubious distinction of be-
ing a local hang out for some of the well known Chicago boys.......... Al Capone, John Dillenger,
and some local men of a more colorful nature. the local police were often out gunned by
these men and did not venture outside of the city limits. For more info. Check out their
website at http://crlighthouseinn,com
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“THE LIGHT HOUSE" — The Place fo Dine and Dance
3 Mliles Eant on Lincols Highway

Be sure to join us at this very historical site as we begin our
new 2013 Ponding Year!!




THEMED POND
DESIGNS. A GREAT FORM OF SELF
EXPRESSION.

Article by Mike Gannon of Full Service Aquatics, NJ

How about a pond design based on a theme? The overriding theme for about 99% of the
ponds I build for people are “natural”; when the time comes to discuss design concepts pretty
much everyone always says I want it to look really “natural”. But how about thinking outside
of the box of natural looking ponds; what about planning a fun looking pond, or a pond that
really reflects who you are or what you find pretty.

So the idea of theme ponds came up and I started thinking about what would be a cool look-
ing “theme” pond. A theme pond could really be a great way of personalizing your pond. May-
be a theme pond would

say a lot more about who you are than that “naturalistic” pond or water feature that looks like
Mother Nature dropped it in your backyard or the overly used, and often poorly executed,
Japanese pond theme.


http://fullserviceaquatics.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/6741047-pond-in-village-of-samurais-japan-an-island-of-hokkaido.jpg

How about a theme pond that features a decorative windmill and tons of tulips planted all
around it? Take it a step further and add a pair of decorative Dutch clogs on the edge of the
pond, and a little Dutch flag. Find a Dutch Boy figurine the can be made into a pond spitter
and all of a sudden you got yourself a theme! This theme may not be for everyone but it sure
would be a real fun and interesting pond to hang out by. Setting a theme can be pretty easy.

What about a nautical theme? This could be done by using more rounded boulders and
beach gravel in the design of the pond and then have fun adding to it. A nautical theme pond
is great for showcasing that out of place old anchor you’ve had next to your mailbox for the
last 10 years. Throw up some nautical netting with shells, starfish, and buoys. Work pylons,
like from fisherman wharfs, into the design and an old diving helmet. This pond is starting to
get fun now. How about a dock and a mermaid or dolphin spitter on the edge of the pond too?
The nautical theme could be endless.

Make your pond tropical! It doesn’t matter if you're nowhere near the tropics because with
a little planning and some careful plant selection your pond can be transformed into a tropi-
cal paradise even way above the Tropic of Cancer’s 23d parallel. Give your pond a great wa-
terfall for starters; that always feels tropical. Then choose aquatic plants that look tropical or
actually use tropical aquatic plants if you want to winter them. Go with water lilies, different
taro plants, cannas, and parrotfeather as plant selections. Choose some cool landscape plants
like a non aggressive bamboo, hardy palms, elephant ear, bougainvillea, and even colorful im-
patiens. Before you know it your front yard might be completely “New Jersey” and your back-
yard “Tahiti”!
A woodland theme would be awesome, with a nice long meandering stream pouring into a
pond. Add some chunky flat stone work around the edge, and some dried ornamental wood.
Maybe place statuary of woodland creatures on the edge of the pond for that woodland ef-
fect. Plant some pines and ferns around the pond with pine needle mulch and presto! you
have a woodland habitat right off of your outdoor living area.
So don’t feel boxed into the stock design principle of “naturalistic” design, or the Japanese koi
pond water garden. You can see that once you get into themes, your pond can really become
an expression of who you are. A theme pond can let you keep at home a piece of an environ-
ment that you love and maybe can’t always get to. A theme pond can be whatever YOU want it
to be. Who says you can’t have a Harley Davidson pond, a Disney pond, or a Greco-Roman
pond? You can, it is YOUR pond after all. What type of theme pond would you like to design?


http://fullserviceaquatics.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/tropical_pond_by_3cookec.jpg
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Aquatic Plants of the Year 2011

The International Waterlily and Water Gardening Society (IWGS) is pleased to present three
exceptional choices for Aquatic Plants of the Year for 2011. By featuring some of the best
plants obtainable, the IWGS hopes to increase each pond owner’s satisfaction and enjoy-
ment in the beauty of their pond environment. One
plant from each of three categories is selected; a hardy
waterlily, tropical waterlily, and a marginal aquatic
plant. This year’s winners include Ny mp h‘Beeryds
Double White, Ny mp h‘Biredlsey Woods, and Varie-
gated Society Garlic.

Ny mp h‘Beer@ds Double White’ is a hardy waterlily
of distinctive appearance, with 35-45 narrow petals
on pure white flowers. A medium-size, regular bloom-
er, it has a compact habit and bright green leaves,
which often have a bronze tinge when young.

Ny mp h‘bBirelsey Woods' is a deep purple, tropical
day-blooming waterlily of exceptional beauty. The
buds are purple/black with new leaves emerging deep
purple and gradually maturing to slightly speckled,
deep green leaves. ‘Lindsey Woods’ performs well,
producing abundant flowers and blooming steadily in
southern climates as well as those further north. A
cultivar from Nelson Water Gardens, ‘Lindsey Woods’
was introduced in 2000 in memory of a young girl
who lost her battle to cancer. A portion of the pro-
ceeds from the sale of each lily goes to the Children’s Hospital of Texas.

Variegated Society Garlic, Tulbaghia violacea variegate, .
is a tropical marginal that also grows well in terrestrial '; U
gardens. It produces groups of dainty, lilac flowers for
several months and is one of the best blooming mar-
ginals. The elegant green and white narrow leaves
reach heights about a foot tall under the flower stalk, & ’,a} "
which can reach almost two feet. TRC N o
These widely available plants are chosen by IWGS ex- : e 4
perts from around the world based on their outstand- Yo
ing appearance and reliable performance over a wide
variety of zones and conditions.
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SYMBOL - The Fishes
ELEMENT - Water
PLANET - Neptune

Qualities 0f Pisces
Compassionate, Selfless, Sympathetic, Artistic,

[ntuitive, Carefree, Imaginative & Joyful

Lucky Color - Sea green
Lucky Stone - Aquamarine
Lucky Day - Friday

Lucky Number - Three & Six

Wanted: Articles and Ideas for the newsletter. We’ll even research it for you. Please email or
call me. Jackie Allsup at Cedarserviceja@aol.com or 319-934-3665 (home/evenings)

Eastern Iowa Pond Society, Inc.
Membership Application

To become a member of the Eastern Iowa Pond Society, Complete this form and mail
along with your dues to:

Eastern Iowa Pond Society
% Gary Hunerdosse
306 Red Fox Rd. SE

Cedar Rapids, IA 52403

_ New Membership __ Renew Membership
Name:
Address:
Phone Number: E-mail Address:

Dues are $25.00 per calendar year per family. Make checks payable to Eastern Iowa
Pond Society, Inc. ALL newsletters can now be found on line at www. EIPS.org

Newsletters will NOT be mailed unless you notify us that you have

NO computer, so be sure your email is current and legible. Thank You.




Eastern Iowa Pond Society
Our Mission Statement:

The purpose of the Association shall be to create, promote
and enlarge the hobbies of ponds, aquatic gardening, and
keeping, breeding, appreciating, and exhibiting the wonderful
world of fish.

The Association shall disseminate information about t he
above to the membership to engage in educational and social
activities related to our purposes; and to acquire and own such
property as may be necessary for any or all of the fore going
purposes.

Eastern Iowa Pond Society
Jackie Allsup, Editor

PO Box 148

Quasqueton, IA 52326



