
MAY  2005                   
Eastern Iowa Pond Society 

A Compendium of Facts, Fancy, Tidbits, Tips  

Thursday, May  12th 
7:00 pm 

Nancy Baldwin’s  
1105 E Avenue, Vinton 

Plant exchange!!  
Bring those extra pond, marginal and garden 
plants and trade them for varieties you haven’t 
acquired yet. A fun way to expand your collec-
tion and share your extras with the new pon-
ders. Don’t be concerned you have a new pond 
and nothing to share, there are always extras to 
take home.  
 
Nancy is also going to show us how to make 
birdhouses out of gourds.   

Kloubec’s  

Saturday, May 21st  
1:00 pm 

Kloubec Fish Farm  

375 Baxter Avenue NW 
Amana, Iowa  

First take note that Kloubec’s is closer to 
Swisher than Amana so pay close attention to 
the directions. They are on an old farm in the 
country. Gravel road and all. Not as far south 
as the Amana colonies.  
 
Kloubec’s have an extensive Koi breeding  
operation and they will be giving us a tour and 
an opportunity to purchase. Come see the 
beautiful varieties available locally 
at this  
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Meeting minutes…. 
Thursday, April 14th….. 
 

            Our regular Thursday evening meeting was 
held at the West Village Care Center in Independence. 
The site had a roomy meeting area and once we learnt 
how to work the doors (they had loud alarms attached 
to them) all was great. Joe became our doorman for 
the evening.    
            President, Kacy Novak, started the meeting 
with a greeting to all. She began by introducing our 
own club member, webmaster, and guest speaker,  
Josh Spece. Josh, as you may know, along with his 
Mother and several other family members run a nurs-
ery called “In the Country Gardens and Gifts” in rural 
Independence. Josh’s nursery specializes in Hosta and 
they carry hundreds of different varieties. Josh spoke 
to us about hosta care and the different varieties. He 
had some great slides to show us. Did you know there 
are over 4000 varieties of registered hosta? They range 
from 3” across to 5-6 feet across! I started to take 
notes about his talk and quickly filled 2 pages with 
helpful hints and variety information. It was too much 
information to share in these minutes. Perhaps the sin-
gle most important thing I might have learned was that 
some hosta can take 4-8 years to mature. (To get the 
very specialized look they are supposed to have, like 
lumpy leaves, or certain color combos) Soooo, if you 
dig them up too often to move or divide, they never 
reach that maturity or never become the beauty they 
are supposed to be.) Josh talked about pest control and 
diseases. He gave us a preview of exciting new varie-
ties to watch for. His talk included a handout of all the 
different ones that they sell. If you have questions 
about any hosta you have or are looking for, then he’s 
the man. In the Country Gardens and Gifts will be 
hosting their annual spring open house with speakers 
this year on May 14th. Be sure to check it out.  
            After Josh’s talk, Kacy went straight to busi-
ness. Minutes to the last meeting were approved as 
printed. Treasurer, Nancy Baldwin, finally made it 
back from the sunny south, to give us a treasure’s re-
port. Recent expenses included, $335.71 for newslet-
ters, $500.00 of tour money went to Independence 
Master Gardeners and their Lee Mansion landscaping 
project, and $100.00 went to the Linn County Master 
gardeners as a memorial for the late Ken Lafferty.  
            I introduced a new name badge system to the 
club. Everyone will get new badges once they attend a 
meeting. I also showed the club pins the AKCA has 

sent us samples of. If you want to donate money to-
ward their KHV  (Koi Herpes Virus) research you will 
receive one of these very nice pins. AKCA has also 
announced a reduced subscription fee on their Koi 
Magazine. It is now $17.00 a year. I am still taking or-
ders for water plants, although when you read this it 
will be too late to order. I brought in a sample of a wa-
ter hawthorn bloom. A cold water plant, it is now 
blooming in my pond. A pretty little white flower that 
blooms along with marsh marigold early in the spring 
and again late fall when the water cools again. If you 
are interested in any of these things, please contact me.  
            Bonnie Happel, with the program committee, 
reported most meetings are now spoken for. We still 
could use a couple more speaker ideas, so if anyone 
knows of someone that would be willing to talk to us 
please contact her or Mary Robinson.  
            We talked about the pond tour, but had no 
committee members present for a report. The tour will 
be in the Cedar Rapids area and again on the second 
Sunday in July. (10th)  
            For old business, the Indian Creek Nature Cen-
ter plant sale is May 7th and the club will be putting up 
a promotional table there. Kacy has volunteered to 
man the table. If you can help her, please call ASAP.  
            Kacy then let new members introduced them-
selves. Welcome Judy and Dave Halfhill from Earl-
ville, and Diane Madoerin from Independence.  
            Carol Sindelar spoke briefly about her flower-
ing marsh marigolds and Kacy talked about her lilies 
coming up.  
            Door prizes were drawn for, with Joe Robin-
son, Bonnie Happel, Rita Tharp, and Kacy being the 
lucky winners. Meeting adjourned.     
            Following adjournment, I had brought in a 
couple badly overgrown water lilies and talked to 
newer members about dividing them. I did this after 
the meeting, so the more experienced ponders would-
n’t have to sit through a demo they’ve seen many 
times.    
 
Saturday, April 23rd meeting….. 
            MMMMMM… these are the very best meet-
ings…food, a great looking pond, time to converse, 
and did I mention food? Our monthly Saturday meet-
ing was hosted my Monica and Gill Morley and Elena 
Murillo in their home in Cedar Rapids. A windy, 
chilly day, but the sun shone brightly allowing us to 
get out and get a good look at the very beautiful pond 
and yard.  The Morley’s multi level pond was crystal 
clear and despite the colder water, the many fish were 
active and looking for lunch, also. Kacy started the 

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com


meeting by asking the group to go outside for the grand 
tour.  
            Returning to the house, we began going over the 
business at hand. I again explained the new badge system, 
as there were lots of attending members that were unable to 
get to the last meeting. Kacy had new members Judy and 
David Halfhill, Nancy and Fred Koontz, and Pam and Curt 
Moore introduce themselves. There was not a treasure’s re-
port because of Nancy’s absence.  
             Old business consists of Kacy asking for volunteer 
assistance at the May 7th Indian Creek plant sale booth. 
Linda Nolan and Pam Moore volunteered to help her. 
Thanks ladies.  
             Bonnie Happel reported for the program commit-
tee. She stated that all meeting dates were full however; we 
could still use a couple speakers.  
             Rosie Michaels asked the club to come to some 
agreement on some technical terms of this year’s pond tour. 
Location-Cedar Rapids, date – July 10th, time-11:00-5:00, 
admission-5.00; basically the same as years before. Upon 
asking for pond locations, we had 5 people present that vol-
unteered to participate already, so we’re off to a great start!  
             As part of our new business, Roger Thompson 
demonstrated his DIY mechanical filter and settlement 
chamber. He used a common square plastic container and 
designed a series of brushes and pads to filter out his water. 
It was an interesting concept and if you have any further 
questions, please contact him.  Thanks to Roger for bring-
ing it in to show everyone.  
             Monica showed us a product she began using along 
with SAB. It was called Ecoblast. Kind of pricey, but 
couldn’t argue with the results, as her ponds were crystal 
clear and the bottom pebbles in her pond were clean and 
free of all algae and she has never preformed a spring 
cleanout of any kind.  
             There was some open discussion about what’s go-
ing on in people’s ponds and then Kacy adjourned the busi-

ness meeting. 
             Following the meeting, the Morleys and Elena 
served us up the nicest of buffets. Ham and salads and 
cookies, oh my! Wonderful and yummy. With food like 
that, it’s no wonder our meeting attendance has been dou-
bling lately.   
             Our speaker for the evening was the well known 
Master Gardener and pond club member, Deb Walser.  Her 
topic was building small fountains for the home or garden.  
Although she demonstrated the construction of a fountain 
made of clay pots, she explained how the techniques could 
be applied to other items like; ceramic bowls, teacups or 
enamelware. The possibilities are endless. The key points 
were: the pump—a Mini Jet 404 from Aquarium Systems 
($12.49 by mail or online from That Fish Place; a drill bit 
for drilling through ceramic tile, keep it cool to keep it 
sharp, they are pricey so take good care of it. Beyond that, 
use your imagination and create.  
           Again, a special thanks for the extra special meeting.      
Respectfully submitted.                                  Jackie Allsup  

Tentative  
Meeting Schedule  

for EIPS 2005  
Note—this is a tentative schedule.  That means 
don't keep it. Don’t go by it.  Just read it now 
and enjoy what might be happening the rest of 
the summer.  Then remember to read your 
newsletter each month to know what is really 
happening.  
 
(Thurs) June 9th -7:00 p.m. Klinger.  
Hosts David & Ruth Whittenburg  
Speaker on exotic animals, 
 They will be serving brats  
 
(Sat) June 25th Cedar Rapids  
Hosts Ron & Edna Rife  
1200 34th St SE, Cedar Rapids  
They will be making sand castings  

(Thurs) July 7th -6:30 p.m. Pre-Pond Tour  
Usually at one of the  tour ponds. 
(Sun) July 11 th  
Pond Tour location still to be determined  
 
(Sat) July 23rd Toddville  
Hosts Richard & Faith Miene? 
 7912 Morris Hills Rd, Toddville  
 
(Thurs) August 11th -7:00 p.m. Robins  
Hosts Clarence & Eileen Serbousek 
 100 Brougham Rd, Robins  
 
(Sat) August 27th Alburnet  
Host Greg Bickal   
Shulista pond in Alburnet  
 
 

(Thurs) September 8th -7:00 p.m. 
 Cedar Rapids?  
Host Ruth  & Roger Tharp  
 
(Sat) September 24th Cedar Rapids  
Hosts Robert & Roberta Ward  
3313 Waveland Dr NW, Cedar Rapids 
Building toad houses-  
 
(Sat) October 29th Cedar Rapids  
Hosts Herman & Rosey Michaels  
4297 Zeman Dr SE, Cedar Rapids  
Costumed Halloween Party  
 
(Sat) November Vinton  
Vinton Pizza Ranch 219 W 4th, Vinton  
Awards Ceremony, Roger Thurm will be 
showing movies of the pond tour. 

Now remember, this is only tentative.  Read your monthly newsletter for details and updates  

2005 Committees:  
If you are interested in helping out a committee or have some ideas, just 
give the chairperson a call.  
PROGRAM COMMITTEE: 
*Bonnie Happal      232-4054  Lakeevansdale@earthlink.net 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS: *Kacy Novak   
362-0487                                 CQKNOVAK@MSN.COM 
HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE: 
*Monica Morley        294-4866   Mespringcove@aol.com 
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE:  
No volunteers 
RECOGNITION COMMITTEE: 
* Harold & Barb Cassens       472-3178 Hbcassens@juno.com 
WATER GARDEN TOUR COMMITTEE:  
* Herman Michels      366-1789      conner173@mchsi.com 
COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE: 
*Robert Hollenbeck                849-1188 
WRITING COMMITTEE:  
*Carol Sindelar           365-1839     Fishlounge1@cs.com 
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In the pond 
 

Did you notice that the warm weather around April 15 
encouraged the fish to come to the surface 
to eat, but the COLD temps around 
April 23 sent them to the bottom again. 
Smart fish!  
 
And how about them singing Toads. 
At our pond they got so loud they 
were annoying.  We could 
hear them a block away. I am 
glad that only lasted a week 
until they mate.  

 

From the Editor’s Desk 
 

WOW we have a full newsletter this month.  Jackie 
offered to send in an extra little article and the only 
space I had was the little sliver in the next column.  
Pretty good.  
 
Just a note in memorial.  For those who shop in  
Manchester, Shelley Boll from The Fish Shack 
passed away April 25, 2005 due to a head injury from 
a fall.  Keep her husband Bill and fam-
ily in your prayers as they deal with 
this untimely death.  She was 49.  

 

            EIPS EDITOR  
Carol Sindelar  

 

Contact Us: 
If you or a fellow member are not receiving your 
newsletter or not being contacted by e-mail that the 
current newsletter is available at our website, please 
contact us.   
 
Our names, offices held, phone numbers and e-mail 
addresses are on the back of each issue.  For newslet-
ter errors, contact the editor.  Most other issues can 
be directed through Kacy Novak the president.   
 
We are only volunteers doing the best we can.  Please 
help us by keeping in contact.  

Time to Renew  
Your membership! 

 Simply tear out and fill in the membership form, 
mail it to our PO Box in Vinton, Iowa.  
            Dues are $10.00.  
            Make the check payable to EIPS  
                        or Eastern Iowa Pond Society.  
 If you do not have time to do it right now,  tear 
out the form and place it in your bill  paying  pile 
so it will not be forgotten.  We would hate to 
have your  membership expire. 
 
We will be clearing the roll after the mailing of 
this newsletter.  If you have not renewed your 
membership, this will be the last issue you will 
be receiving.  

Outings !!!! Shopping !!! 
   Just a reminder.  And sorry I don’t have all the detail but the  
Chicago club’s spring trade show is on May 13-14th. It is at he 
DeKalb County Fair Grounds.  Jackie is hoping to go and more 
details can be retrieved from her.  

Rocks !!!! 
If you are in need of some ROCKS, or shall we say 
stones for your pond, Craig and Karen Batcheler in Cen-
ter Point has a farmer who has a pile of rocks that needs 
to be used by a ponder.  If you are interested in using 
them in your home pond or yard, contact Jackie Allsup.  

Goldfish !!!  
Larry Tharp has some large goldfish that need new 
homes.  Call Larry for details. 319-396-3293 
Larry still has some plant fertilizer tabs if you are inter-
ested. Again, give Larry a call for details..  

Pond Plants !!! 
If you need plants to go with the rocks and goldfish, 
don’t forget the plant swap at our next meeting.  We will 
we wheeling and dealing but we will also be just giving 
some away, so y’all come.  

Upcoming Meetings !!! 
    Roger Thurm wants to encourage you to plan on attending the 
EIPS meeting at Klinger , on Thurs.  June 9th -7:00 p.m. . The 
place was really unique with it's animals and corn crib gazebo. He 
will be cooking brats for us, so come right from work.. He really 
thinks highly of the place and doesn’t want anyone to miss out.  

Fill Dirt !!!  
Ok not really, I just had this space and nothing to FILL it with.  I 
need a little fill dirt here. Or maybe more flowers. Or another Koi. 
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Ponds and Posies Tour  
Proceeds to the  Toledo Library Foundation  

June 12th 2005 1:00 - 5:00 pm  Adm. $5.00 

Relax and enjoy your afternoon with us.  The rain date will 
be June 26th. Refreshments are being served at the newly 

remodeled and expanded Toledo Library Located at 206 E.  High Street.   

A Book Is Like A Garden Carried In The Pocket. 
—Chinese Proverb 

Eastern Iowa Pond Society member, Roger Benda’s pond will be on this tour 
to raise money for the Toledo library.  If you have questions about this tour, 

call the Toledo Library at 641-484-3362 

'Spring In The Country' 
Open House 
2392 240th Street 
Independence 

May 14, 2005  
Cost: FREE! 
 

Disappearing Fountain demonstrations at 10 am and 12:30 pm 

One of the most relaxing aspects of having water in the garden is the soothing sound. A full featured water garden 
with a waterfall or stream is great, if you have the space in your yard. You can get the same relaxing sound of run-
ning water with much less work and expense by installing a disappearing fountain. Limited only by your creativity, 
a disappearing fountain can be small enough to tuck in amongst an already established garden or as elaborate as a 
“pondless” waterfall that is the centerpiece of your landscape. The concept is simple and we will guide you through 
the process of designing and installing your own disappearing fountain.  

Wildflowers in the Garden - 11 am 

At one time, Iowa was a sea of colorful wildflowers and swaying prairie grasses. Though the sight of a natural wildflower 
planting is now rare, you can easily create your very own wildflower garden. Jim Heinz will cover the history of Iowa’s 
prairies, teach us some of the past and present uses of wildflowers, and guide us through the process of establishing and 
caring for your own wildflower and prairie garden.  

Registration is not required, but is greatly appreciated! You can register by phone (319-334-6593), e-mail 
jspece@sbtek.net,  

~ Koi Day ~ 
 

A selection 
of Koi  
will be  

available the 
day of the 

Open House! 
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The annual tour has returned to the  
Cedar Rapids area for 2005.   

 

July 10th 
 

11 AM to 5 PM  
$5.00 per person 

18 yr olds and under free 
 

As in the past, ponds on this tour are predominantly 
owned and maintained by the hobbyist/homeowners  
who will be on hand to discuss construction,  mainte-
nance and mistakes made.  Bring your questions and 
your cameras.  This can be the informative event that 
may inspire you to add a water element in your yard.  

 
Come smell the flowers, hear the waters, see the fish 
and enjoy a beautiful day touring a large variety of 

ponds in the Cedar Rapids area.  Koi ponds, goldfish 
ponds, heavily planted ponds, fountains and water-
falls; water elements of all sizes will all be featured.  

Eastern Iowa Pond 
Society Tour 2005  
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EASTERN IOWA POND SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
To become a members of Eastern Iowa Pond Society, complete this form,  

mail it along with your dues to: 
Eastern Iowa Pond Society 

PO Box 187 
Vinton, IA 52349 

 
____ New Membership     ____ Renew Membership  

 
Name:  
 
Address:  
 
 
Phone Number:                                                          E-mail address: 
 
____  Please mail the monthly newsletter to me 
 
____  I can print the newsletter from the club website … no need to mail me one! 
 

Dues are $10.00 per calendar year per family 
Make checks payable to Eastern Iowa Pond Society 

WE ASK THAT EACH MEMBER PLEASE HELP WITH ONE COMMITTEE. 
 PLEASE INDICATE WHICH ONE YOU’D LIKE TO HELP WITH. 

 
Community Service—organizing community service projects 
Programs—finding and organizing programs and speakers for meetings 
Commercial Relations—establishing and maintaining our relationship with retailers 
Hospitality Committee—welcoming new members, mentoring 
Writing Committee—help write for and organize the newsletter  
Water Garden Tour Committee—coordinate and conduct our annual tour 
Publicity Committee—organizes and gets publicity for meetings and activities 
Recognition Committee-sends thank yous to presenters & business sponsors, Nov. meet-
ing 

For Treasurers Use only 
 
Check #                                       Check date:                      check amount 
Cash Amount:                             Date:                                 Paid thru: 
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2004 Officers 
 

President 
Kacy Novak 

    319-362-0487 
Cqknovak@msn.com 

 
 

Vice President 
Bonnie Happel 
319-232-4054 

Lakeevandale@earthlink.net 
 
 
 

Secretary 
Jackie Allsup  
319-934-3665 

Cedarserviceja@AOL.com 
 
 

Treasurer 
Nancy Baldwin 
319-472-2241 

RnBaldwin@aol.com 
 

2004 Volunteers 
Editor 

Carol Sindelar  
319-365-1839 

Fishlounge1@cs.com 

 
 

Webmaster   
Josh Spece  

319-334-6593 
Jspece@sbtek.net 

 
 

Librarian  
Ron & Edna Rife  

319-247-0206 
RifeRlrife@aol.com  

 

Eastern Iowa Pond Society  
P.O. Box 187 
Vinton, Iowa 52349 

Visit Our NEW Web Site www.eips.org 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 
                 We are committed to providing 
a social atmosphere for members dedi-
cated to sharing and learning the pleasure 
of water gardening.  We are a non-profit 
organization. 
 
                 Membership in this association 
shall be open to any individual without 
regard to race, creed, national origin or 
sex, who shall render membership dues as 
specified in the governing documents.  
 
HISTORY 
 
                 The Eastern Iowa Pond Society 
was established by Sharon Weiss in 1996 
to encourage and promote water gardening 
and ponds.  
 
MEETINGS 
 
                 Meetings are held at different 
members homes the second Thursday at 
7:00 PM and fourth Saturday in April, 
May, June, July, August and September.  
During Feb., March, October and Novem-
ber, meetings are held once a month on a 
Saturday. No meetings are held in Decem-
ber or January. 

YEARLY PLANNING 
 
                  A plan-the-year meeting is held 
on a February afternoon at a central loca-
tion to hammer out strategies on how the 
club will conduct business and to plan 
activities for the up and coming year.  
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
                  A yearly Pond Tour event in-
volves selected members opening their 
ponds to the public.  Speakers, demonstra-
tions, field trips, plant and fish swap, pot 
lucks, and club projects are all activities 
that happen during the year.  
 
DUES 
 
                  Dues will be $10.00 per family 
payable February 1st and 
delinquent May 1st of 
each year.  These 
dues  
entitle a  
member to 
participation in 
all activities and 
receive a monthly 
 newsletter.  

Visions 
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